
Blue Planet 

From space, our planet appears mostly lue due to the great amount of water 

found at its surface. About three-fourth’s of Earth’s surface is covered with water. 

Relatively little of the large amount of water is usable freshwater. The rest is 

saltwater in the ocean or is frozen as ice at the North and South Poles. Think of it 

this way: If all the water in the world fir into a bathtub, fresh usable water would 

fill slightly more than a teaspoon! In order to estimate the percentage of Earth’s 

surface that is covered by water, follow the directions below. 

Cut along the lines to make 70 blue and 30 green squares and place them into a 

plastic bag, box, or other container. Blue squares represent water and green 

squares represent land. 

 

You are going to statistically sample the squares to predict what percentage of 

them are blue. To begin, shake the container to mix the colored squares. Without 

looking into the container, randomly select a square. Record your results in the 

table below and place the square back into the container. Repeat until you have 

picked 30 squares. You can color the squares blue and green or mark them with a 

“B” or “G”. 

 

 

 

 

Draw # 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Square                

Draw # 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Square                



1. Count the number of blue squares:  

2. Divide the number of blue squares by 30 (this will be in the form of a decimal). 

                                ÷ 30 =  

3. Multiply you answer from #2 by 100. 

                         x 100 = __________% 

4. Is your percentage of blue squares close to 70%? 

 

5. If your percentage differs a lot from 70%, what could you do? (A larger sample 

size?) 

 

 

 

6. Count all of the squares. 

     A.How many blue squares?   How many green squares? 

     B.Total Number of squares?                       +                        = 

     C.In the actual sample, what was the percentage of blue and green squares? 

                                           ÷                         = __________ x 100 = __________% blue squares 

                            ÷                         = __________ x 100 = __________% green squares 



          

          

          

          

          

          

          



          

          

          


