


The 21st Oklahoma Environmental Education Expo
Conference Agenda
8:30 a.m. Registration and Exhibits 

9 a.m. Opening Session 

 Announcements and Introductions by Laura Wilhelm, OKAEE President
 Conference Welcome by Dr. Adam K. Ryburn, Chair, Biology,  
 Oklahoma City University  

9:10 a.m. Keynote Address –  Claire Willis, Natural Clay in the Classroom  

9:55 a.m. Break and Exhibits 

10:10 a.m.  Concurrent Session 1

Planting the Path  
for Monarchs

Getting Little Feet WET Weaving Soil Painting  
with Students

Katie Hawk Candace Miller Carrie Gardner Donna Mackiewicz

Location:  
Auditorium

Location:  
Room 104

Location:  
Room 108

Location:  
Room 110

  
11:05 a.m.  Exhibits, Break and Pick Up Boxed Lunch 

11:20 a.m.  Lunch Panel Branching Out 

  Arcadia Conservation Education Area, Edmond  Daniel Griffith, Aquatic Education Coordinator

  BlueSTEM AgriLearning Center, El Reno  Ann Marshall, Education Coordinator

  Martin Nature Park, Oklahoma City Emily Hiatt, Naturalist

  Noble Research Institute, Ardmore Jenn Scott, Education Services Associate

  Oklahoma City Zoo, Oklahoma City Erica Buckwalter, Education Naturalist

  Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, Lawton Katherine Hunt, Friends of the Wichitas
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1:10 p.m.  Exhibits and Break 

1:25 p.m.  Concurrent Session 2 

Clay Art OK Amphibians 
Need Our Help!

STEM Wind 
Education

Weaving Oklahoma 
Envirothon

Claire Willis Jessa Watters Kathy Jackson Carrie Gardner Jenn Scott

Location:  
Art Building

Location: 
Auditorium

Location:  
Room 104

Location:  
Room 108

Location:  
Room 110

2:20 p.m.  Exhibits and Mini Break 

2:30 p.m.  Concurrent Session 3 

Clay Art Leopold Education 
Project

Rainfall Simulator 
 and Make-n-Take

Beetles, Ants,  
and Borers Invade  
the Classroom 

Claire Willis Luann Waters Blane Stacy, Greg 
Scott, plus BT Staff

Joe Rackley and 
Courtney DeKalb

Location:  
Art Building

Location: 
Auditorium

Location:  
Parking Lot and/or  
Café and Room

Location:  
Room 104

3:25 p.m. Closing Session – Door Prizes, Certificates and Swag Bags! 

 Drawings for Door Prizes

 Certificates of Attendance 

3:45 p.m. Dismissal 

Notes:



Keynote Speaker
Claire Willis teaches Art and Literature at the Montessori School 
of Lake Forest Adolescent Program, a small land-based school on 
a farm in Grayslake, IL. Prior to her work in Montessori education, 
Claire gained experience teaching children and adults in varied 
settings, in addition to making her own functional pottery. 
Her journey into the world of clay began as a teenager at the 
Rochester Folk Art Guild. As an apprentice, Claire was introduced 
to a holistic approach to clay and farming in the context of daily 
life in the natural world. Since discovering the Montessori method, 
Claire has worked to integrate her passion for this approach to 
clay with her understanding of Montessori philosophy.

Keynote Address
Claire Willis | Art and Literature Teacher 
Montessori School of Lake Forest | Grayslake, Ill. 

Using real clay connects children and adults to nature as it 
promotes inquiry, reflection, and expression. We will explore the 
benefits and challenges of working with clay, along with some 
radical solutions for common problems encountered when we 
integrate real clay into curriculum planning. The session offers 
a step-by-step guide to implement clay work in the classroom, 
including educational techniques and terminology. 

We will also review current research by psychologists and art 
educators connected to Maria Montessori’s philosophy of 
sensorial education. In her words, “The human hand allows the 
mind to reveal itself.” This fundamental aspect of her teaching can 
benefit and enliven all forms of contemporary education. Guided 
by these principles, we will examine learning opportunities using 
clay and the senses both inside and outside of the classroom. 

Outcome: participants will know how to develop an effective clay 
curriculum for children and adults that they can adapt to any setting.

Notes:
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Katie Hawk | Director of Communications | Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma | Oklahoma City

The Monarch butterfly populations have plummeted at an alarming rate. And guess what? Oklahoma 
is centrally located in the Monarch migration flyway! Teachers and students across the state getting 
their hands dirty to help save the monarchs! In this session, we’ll learn about existing efforts and 
how you and your students can get involved in Okies for Monarchs. We’re also here to learn about 
your needs and challenges in the classroom so we can provide you with appropriate resources and 
materials when the campaign launches this spring.

Getting Little Feet WET
Candice Miller | OK Project WET Coordinator | Oklahoma Conservation Commission | Oklahoma City

Get your feet wet! Project WET’s newest publication is Getting Little Feet WET, an early childhood 
education curriculum. Experience some the water-based activities featured in this NTSA 
recommended guide during this session! 

Concurrent Session 1 (10:10 – 11:05 a.m.)

Notes:

Notes:



Concurrent Session 1 (10:10 – 11:05 a.m.) Continued

Weaving Nature into the Classroom
Carrie Gardner | Kindergarten Teacher | Casady School | Oklahoma City

In this session, we will learn the basics of weaving, and see how this ancient, yet simple skill can be 
used to teach your students about patterns, art, history, and science. Demonstrations include how 
to make a loom from sustainable, household supplies, how to warp the loom, and how to present the 
process to children. Part presentation, part workshop, we’ll experiment with child-friendly weaving 
materials like natural wool, and recycled t-shirt yarn, as well as elements found in nature, like cotton 
bolls, leaves, sticks, and pine cones, to make truly unique works of art. 

Soil Painting with Students 
Donna Mackiewicz and Students | Beyond the Classroom Teacher | St. Mary’s Episcopal School | Edmond

Soils are one of our most important natural resources. Students will introduce the OK Conservation 
Commission’s Soils Lending Trunk.  Curriculum for all age levels, hands-on demonstrations, native 
soil art painting for a lasting memory of the 2018 EE Expo.

Notes:

Notes:
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Claire Willis | Art and Literature Teacher | Montessori School of Lake Forest | Grayslake, Ill.

In this session the focus is hands-on work with some of the techniques presented in the Keynote Address. 
How to identify clay in the ground and how to recycle and reuse natural clay will be the main focus. We’ll 
have examples of each stage for review and questions. Participants will make some small pieces so they 
experience the sensorial qualities of clay in all its stages. They’ll be able to take away samples of clay, and 
they’ll know about the simple tools needed for recycling. The session will end with strategies for handling 
practical scenarios, addressing any questions about curriculum development and planning.

Oklahoma Amphibians Need Our Help!
Jessa Watters| Collection Manager, Herpetology | Sam Noble Museum| Norman

Learn how all of us, as citizen scientists, can help Oklahoma amphibians. This session will include 
information about amphibian infectious disease and why it matters to our local wildlife. The results of 
three years of research on amphibian diseases will be shared, as well as information on how you and 
your students can participate in 2018.  

KidWind – STEM Wind Energy Education
Kathy Jackson| Director | SpiritWind Kidz Ranch| Stratford

We will explore the uses of Wind Energy to foster STEM education in the classroom and share about 
the Oklahoma KidWind Challenge.    Oklahoma educators, Oklahoma’s SpiritWind Kidz Ranch, and 
Oklahoma Wind Industry leaders work together with other organizations to provide and facilitate STEM 
education opportunities.   We will share our experience of the “Natural Connections Across Our State” 
and then we will play.  Our team will present a fun and easily implemented classroom activity.   

Concurrent Session 2 (1:25 – 2:20 p.m.)

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:



Concurrent Session 2 (1:25 – 2:20 p.m.) Continued

Weaving Nature into the Classroom
Carrie Gardner | Kindergarten Teacher | Casady School | Oklahoma City

In this session, we will learn the basics of weaving, and see how this ancient, yet simple skill can be 
used to teach your students about patterns, art, history, and science. Demonstrations include how 
to make a loom from sustainable, household supplies, how to warp the loom, and how to present the 
process to children. Part presentation, part workshop, we’ll experiment with child-friendly weaving 
materials like natural wool, and recycled t-shirt yarn, as well as elements found in nature, like cotton 
bolls, leaves, sticks, and pine cones, to make truly unique works of art. 

Oklahoma Envirothon:  
The Next Step in Environmental Education
Jenn Scott | Education Services Associate | Noble Research Institute | Ardmore

Challenge your students to apply what you’ve taught them at the Oklahoma Envirothon! The 
Envirothon is a team based competition for high school students that tests their knowledge and 
skills in five areas of environmental science: aquatics, soils, forestry, wildlife, and a special topic that 
changes each year. Students work together to complete a written test that incorporates knowledge 
and application questions with hands-on tasks. Each team also creates an oral presentation on 
the special topic that is presented to a panel of judges. The Oklahoma Envirothon is hosted by the 
Noble Research Institute, which pays for the winners of the state contest to compete at the North 
American competition each summer. Join the Noble Research Institute today to learn more about 
the Oklahoma Envirothon by experiencing the event for yourself.
Notes:

Notes:
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Concurrent Session 3 (2:30 – 3:25 p.m.)
Clay Art
Claire Willis | Art and Literature Teacher | Montessori School of Lake Forest | Grayslake, Ill.

In this session the focus is hands-on work with some of the techniques presented in the Keynote 
Address. How to identify clay in the ground and how to recycle and reuse natural clay will be the 
main focus. We’ll have examples of each stage for review and questions. Participants will make some 
small pieces so they experience the sensorial qualities of clay in all its stages. They’ll be able to take 
away samples of clay, and they’ll know about the simple tools needed for recycling. The session will 
end with strategies for handling practical scenarios, addressing any questions about curriculum 
development and planning.

The Leopold Education Project
Luann Sewell Waters | State Co-Coordinator | Oklahoma Leopold Education Project | Wynnewood

Based on the essays in Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac, the Leopold Education Project 
curriculum facilitates interdisciplinary exploration of both the arts and sciences. The curriculum was 
consolidated in 2016 from the best lessons from a wide array of LEP resources developed over the 
years. This presentation will showcase the materials now available and share Leopold’s land ethic 
and more. He once wrote his objective as a professor was “to teach the student to see the land, to 
understand what he sees, and to enjoy what he understands.”

Notes:

Notes:



Concurrent Session 3 (2:30 – 3:25 p.m.) Continued

Rainfall Simulator and Soil Health Demonstration
Blane Stacy & Greg Scott | Soil Health Educators | Oklahoma Conservation Commission | Oklahoma City

This presentation will give participants the opportunity to learn about the important function of soil 
in the larger ecosystem. A visual demonstration comparing different soil types and management 
practices will show which do a better job of allowing water to infiltrate or be absorbed into the soil, 
and which have greater runoff. There will also be a make-and-take scaled down version of this 
demonstration that you can use in your classroom. 

Beetles, Ants and Borers Invade the Classroom
Joe Rackley | Plant Protection Specialist 
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry | Oklahoma City

Learn about some of Oklahoma’s invasive insects and fun ways to incorporate them into your 
curriculum. This information is applicable for both primary and secondary instruction.  Working 
together, we can slow the invasion and have fun doing it!

Notes:

Notes:



Our mission is to support Oklahoma educators and promote, in formal and  
non-formal settings, environmental literacy through communication, resource sharing, 

skill building, program sponsorship and recognition of excellence.

The Oklahoma Association for Environmental Education was established in 1993 and 
is the state affiliate of the North American Association for Environmental Education 
(NAAEE). OKAEE brings together a variety of environmental educators who share a 
common goal – excellence in environmental education. OKAEE serves educators of all 
grade levels, natural resource professionals, students, university faculty, environmental 
clubs, non-profit educational programs, and corporate environmental interests. OKAEE 
unites these diverse interests in a forum designed to energize and inspire participants to 
greater levels of achievement.
OKAEE accomplishes many of its goals by hosting a one-day conference, the Oklahoma 
Environmental Education Expo (EE Expo). The first EE Expo was held in February 
1996, and 2018 marks the 21st EE Expo.
The activities and day-to-day operations of OKAEE are organized and carried out by a 
ten member Board of Directors. Board members are all volunteers. As in most not-for-
profit organizations, OKAEE is constantly seeking new board members. We would love 
for you to join us.
For more information about OKAEE, please contact Laura Wilhelm at: 
lhwilhelm@okcu.edu or (405) 208-5456

OKAEE Board of Directors
President – Laura Wilhelm, Oklahoma City University, College of Education
Past-President – Sara Ivey, Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality
Secretary – Donna Mackiewicz, St. Mary’s Episcopal School, Beyond the Classroom
Treasurer – Karla Beatty, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation
Board Member – Tom Creider, Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department
Board Member – Toni Ivey, Oklahoma State University, College of Education
Board Member – Ann Marshall, Blue STEM AgriLearning Center
Board Member – Norma Neely, American Indian Institute, University of Oklahoma
Board Member – Charlotte Wood-Wilson, Oklahoma City University, College of Education

EE Expo Conference Committee
Beth Landon, Oklahoma City University, Biology Department
Lisa Anderson, University of Central Oklahoma, Oklahoma Project WILD

mailto:Sara.Ivey@deq.ok.gov
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